Minutes for the ABAC meeting of June 17, 2015 . 

Approved August 19, 2015 

Board members present were Christopher Tonkin, Ron Sender, Phil Goff, Scott Smith, Stephan 
Miller and Jack Johnson. Doug Greenfield was absent. Also in attendance were Joey Glushko, 
Officer Brandon Kendal, Ken Smith, Angie Tung and Rod Holland. 

*The meeting was called to order at 7:31pm. 

Introductions were made all around. 

*The minutes for the May meeting were accepted after some corrections were made. 

COBWEB . Officer Kendal asked us if we would like the Police Department to appoint a 
permanent liaison rather than the COBWEB officers rotating attendance at each ABAC meeting. 
The consensus was that the rotation system is fine. Christopher discussed the school outreach 
program. We briefly talked about topics appropriate to present in this program. Officer Kendal 
suggested that we attend the school fairs and set up a table to give out information and answer 
questions. Scott told us that there is a MassBike program currently being presented at the 
Thompson School. We decided to find out more about the MassBike program and look into the 
dates on which the school fairs will be held. Christopher suggested that we set up a working 
group to manage this program. 

Ken Smith: Rejee Your Ride program . Ken represents a company that is having a Kickstarter 
campaign to produce a bicycle-related app that allows you to register your bike by photographing 
the serial number. Their goal is to register one million bicycles by the end of the year. They have 
been endorsed by many bicycle organizations. Bicycle shops will then be able to check the 
database before buying a used bicycle. Individuals can also use this service. Eventually they will 
be working with eBay to prevent the sale of stolen bicycles. One problem with this system is 
integrating it with police computer systems. They have a new API that will allow that 
integration. They raise revenue by working with bicycle manufacturers who have a vested 
interest in preventing bicycle theft. They also work in conjunction with the insurance companies 
who benefit from having access to the information. The end user has control over the reporting of 
the information. Christopher suggested that they have a table at Town Day and place it near ours. 
Ken is asking for our endorsement so they can use it on their web site. 

Safety issues . Angie explained the near miss she experienced while riding her bicycle on 
Broadway near the Somerville line. We discussed the details of the incident in which a car 
passed fast and close. She is asking why the police dismissed her complaints and what we can do 
to prevent this happening again in the future. Scott told us that the problem is that, in 
Massachusetts, the law is very vague. One strategy is to support a tougher and more specific law. 
He also told us that there is some legislation in the works (Vulnerable Road Users bill) supported 
by MassBike that would require a safe passing distance. Phil added that the design of the 
Broadway/Route 16 intersection could be changed to provide a through right lane and a dedicated 
left turn lane. We realized that changing anything in that intersection would involve three 
different jurisdictions. Joey told us that we should take the idea of looking at that intersection to 
the Board of Selectmen (BoS). Rod asked whether the Town could pass a bylaw mandating a 
safe passing distance. Joey suggested that we consult the Town Counsel about how to proceed. 


TAG report . Scott told us about the efforts to monitor traffic at the Lake St./Bikeway Crossing. 
This effort has included traffic counts on Lake Street and the Bikeway, and travel time 



measurements along Lake Street. As part of the experiment, two police officers directed traffic 
for several days in the evening; preliminary results indicate an improvement in Lake Street travel 
time. Stephan thinks that the pedestrian cycle at Brooks St. is part of the problem and wondered if 
it could he altered every day after school lets out. Phil answered that the pedestrian signal could 
he timed for every other cycle which would reduce the number of pedestrian cycle activations. 

Tri-Community meeting . We reviewed the improvements in Bikeway interconnections being 
built on at the end of the Minuteman in Bedford. All of us who attended thought that the sharing 
of information about bike related issues in the three towns was the most useful part of the 
meeting. The next Tri-Community Bicycle Committee meeting will be in January, probably in 
Bedford. 

Other topics . 

Reappointments . Christopher contacted the BoS about which of us need to be reappointed in the 
near future. 

Kids Helmets . Phil told us that every school was given a box of helmets to give out to students 
that don’t currently own one. 

Bike Lights at Town Day . Quad Cycle is willing to sell us headlights at cost so that we can sell 
them at Town Day. The advantage to this arrangement is that they are willing to buy back the 
unsold lights from us. We debated whether people would be willing to buy lights from us. Phil 
suggested that we should subsidize the sale of lights to encourage the purchase. Ron asked 
whether we should also sell flashing red lights to supplement the sale of the headlight. He added 
that combo kits are available for reduced cost. 

*A proposal was made that we arrange the consignment sale of the lights for Town Day and that 
we will subsidize the sales. The proposal was approved unanimously. 

Bikeway Event Use Guidelines . The Guidelines we wrote were never approved by the BoS. Joey 
told us that the Town Manager will submit the Guidelines to the BoS in the near future. One of 
the problematic issues is that jurisdiction over the Bikeway is in dispute. Before the guidelines 
can be approved, it must be resolved who — the BoS or the Town Manager — has jurisdiction over 
the Bikeway. 

Ban bicycles in Spy Pond Park . There has been a request to ban bicycles from the pathway 
though Spy Pond Park. We had a debate about this proposed prohibition. We decided that a “Go 
Slow” sign should be the most equitable solution in the short term to see if the problem of 
bicycles riding too fast can be alleviated without banning them. Joe Connelly will be notified of 
abac’s discussion of this matter. 

Bicycle signage on Mass. Ave . Ron thinks that there are some inconsistencies in the bicycle 
related road signs on Mass. Ave. Joey suggested that Ron ask Wayne Chouinard about this 
problem. He also brought up the issue of what type of bicycle accidents should be reported to the 
police. Officer Kendal told us that this is currently a personal decision. The police will do a crash 
report if they are made aware of the incident and it is entered into the central database. 

*The meeting adjourned at 9:27 pm 
*Notes that a vote of the board was taken. 

Minutes submitted by Stephan Miller 




